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DATE: <Insert Date>, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

<Insert NAME OF SCHOOL /ORGANIZATION> AND THE FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL PROJECT INVITE STUDENTS and COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN NATIONWIDE ART and ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROJECT!  

Or 

CHILDREN NATIONWIDE ARE CREATING A 300,000,000 DOLLAR “STIMULUS PACKAGE” TO PROACTIVELY ADDRESS THE THREAT OF LEAD POISONING THROUGH THE FUNDRED DOLLAR BILL PROJECT.

<City, Region – Name of School/Organization> invites everyone to contribute creativity to support a solution to lead-contaminated soil in New Orleans, and create a model to end this source of childhood lead-poisoning.  Join us in the making of 3 million Fundred Dollar Bills!

The Fundred Dollar Bill Project is raising nationwide awareness of the environmental threat of lead-poisoning by collecting the funds necessary for a model remediation effort in New Orleans. Students and community members across the country are currently creating Fundred Dollar Bills -- original, hand-drawn interpretations of $100 bills. K-12 teachers throughout the U.S. are working with Fundred as a focus in lesson plans on topics as varied as “the history of money, “the biology of dirt” and is being used as an important community service and service learning opportunity.  Completed Fundred artworks are sent to regional Collection Centers -- that are securely holding the valuable drawings.  The project will collect at least 3 million Fundreds, or the equivalent of $300 million, the estimated cost of making the soil in New Orleans lead-safe.

In January 2010, an armored truck, retrofitted to run on waste vegetable oil, will begin a 17,000-mile cross-country trip to pick up the bills from the Collection Centers. By summer 2010, the armored truck will deliver the Fundreds to Washington D.C. where a request will be made of Congress for an even exchange of the value of the art currency for actual funds and services to support the implementation of Operation Paydirt, a citywide landscape recovery program for New Orleans.

Operation Paydirt brings together leading environmental scientists, landscape architects, community groups and civic leaders to treat lead pollution in New Orleans and to develop a model to rescue other American post-industrial cities with similar problems. ​One of the most lead polluted cities in the U.S., New Orleans has an estimated 86,000 properties with dangerously high levels of lead in the soil, placing thousands of children at risk for lead-poisoning. According to the American Society of Pediatrics, “Exposure to lead can cause cognitive damage and behavioral issues. Studies have shown that lead, once it enters a child’s body, is stored in the bones for years.  Ongoing exposure has been linked to loss of IQ points, higher rates of behavioral and attention problems, and reading disabilities.”  Operation Paydirt’s scientific team has developed a soil remediation method that can make New Orleans lead-safe for children. The cost to treat all the lead-contaminated properties in the city is estimated at $300 million, based on projections from a pilot project by Dr. Howard Mielke of the Tulane/Xavier Center for Bioenvironmental Research.

The Operation Paydirt and The Fundred Dollar Bill Project is led by internationally recognized artist Mel Chin, who states, “Fundred, as part of Operation Paydirt, demonstrates the participatory power of art as a driving force for public awareness, dialogue, and action. We will reach children, those most affected by unsafe lead, deliver their voices to the U.S. Congress and solve the problem of lead-contaminated soil.  Through this process we have the opportunity to profoundly impact the health of society.”
In (City), (Name of School/Organization) is an official Collection Center, serving as a repository for Fundred Dollar Bills created in the region.  Students there have already created their Fundreds for the project, and hope to receive at least 7000 others from community members.  The armored truck is scheduled to stop at <insert Name of School> on <insert date> to receive area created Fundreds on its cross-country trip to deliver to D.C.  <insert Name of School> and the Fundred Dollar Bill Project would like to invite all schools, community centers, organizations, and individuals (adults too) to participate in the project and send their bills to:

<Name of School>

<Contact Name>

<Address>

<Phone and/or email>

Visit fundred.org to download and print the Fundred template, or to have pre-printed templates sent directly to your school/organization.  

###

Interviews with artist Mel Chin, participating teachers, children, and lead pollution advocates are available upon request. 

For interviews, or more information about Fundred & Operation Paydirt, please contact:  



Amanda Wiles





 

FUNDRED Director of Operations

 

   The Fundred Dollar Bill Project 




865.310.0532 

questions@fundred.org



www.fundred.org
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School/Organization logo optional











